MINUTES OF THE 28" STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING (SCM)
OF SOUTH ASIA FORUM FOR INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATION
(SAFIR)

DATE: 8" JUNE, 2022

VENUE: TAMARIND HALL, INDIA HABITAT CENTRE, NEW
DELHI, INDIA

1. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Samdrup K. Thinley, Chairperson South
Asian Forum of Infrastructure Regulation (SAFIR) and Bhutan Electricity
Authority.

2. Chairperson CERC in his opening remarks thanked the members for
participating in the meeting and emphasized on the importance of SAFIR in
providing platform for experience sharing on best practices on infrastructure
sectors in South Asian region. He added that SAFIR has been ably assisted by
multilateral agencies such as USAID and the World Bank on issues such as

regional power market and common minimum grid code

3. Chairperson, SAFIR and CEO of Bhutan Electricity Authority welcomed all
dignitaries to the meeting. He observed the importance of this physical meeting
which follows after two virtual meets. He further stressed on the issues and
challenges faced by the SAFIR members in the energy sector and emphasized
on the need of resolution of these issues through regular meetings and

discussions.

4. Ms. Chathurika Wijesinghe, Member, Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. She also highlighted the
issues faced by Sri Lanka and assured the members that the situation is not as
grim as it is made out on the media. She invited SAFIR members to visit Sri

Lanka for conducting meetings in future. She also looked forward for more



cooperation between India and Sri Lanka in the power sector

5. Mr. Mohammed Abu Faruque, Member, Bangladesh Electricity Regulatory
Commission, greeted the members of SAFIR and conveyed his best wishes to
them. He also expressed gratitude on behalf of Bangladesh Energy Regulatory

Commission to participate in the meeting.

List of participants in enclosed at Annexure- 1.

The Steering Committee thereafter took each of the agenda items for consideration.

AGENDA ITEM 1: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 27"
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

Dy Chief (RA), CERC explained the action taken on various points in the minutes of
27" Steering committee meeting and sought confirmation of the minutes placed before

the Committee. After discussion, the minutes of the 27" SCM were confirmed.

AGENDA 2: ACCOUNTS RELATED ITEMS

(i) Budget for the F.Y. 2022-2023.

1. Deputy Chief (RA), CERC apprised the salient features of the SAFIR budget
for the F.Y. 2022-2023, including the projected income and expenditure. The
Members were also apprised on the restoration of the membership fees for the F.Y.

2022-2023, due to depletion in the accumulated reserves of SAFIR.

2. Further, the Members were apprised that for the past few years, there was an
ongoing issue with SAFIR’s banker with regard to the validity period of the “No
Objection Certificate” i1ssued by the Ministry of Home Affairs in 2010, for receipt of
funds/membership fee from the Members Outside India (FCRA issue). This issue has
been resolved by the bankers permitting SAFIR to receive funds into its FCRA



account from Members outside India. Hence, SAFIR Sectt. will be issuing the
previous years (viz. F.Y.s 2018-2019 & 2019-2020) invoices on its Members Outside
India along with the invoice for the F.Y. 2022-2023.

3. Chairperson, CERC suggested that while the invoices are being issued, SAFIR
Secretariat should ensure that the communication clearly indicates that the invoices
were being raised for the past periods 2018-19 and 2019-20 (due to resolution of
FCRA issues) while the membership fees were waived for 2020-21 and 2021-22 and

new invoice was being raised for FY 2022-23

4. On the discussion of the Core Course which is held regularly by SAFIR in
coordination with its Members, Member, PUCSL, Sri Lanka suggested to include
Indian experience on the subjects of Multi Buyer model, Open Access, Power
Exchange as these would be more relevant to Sri Lanka context. She further added
that the Core course of SAFIR should also be imparted on the areas of the suggested

topics to the participants from Sri Lanka.

With these observations, the Steering Committee approved the budget.

(i1) Audited Accounts of SAFIR for the F.Y. 2021-2022.

Deputy Chief (RA), CERC apprised the salient features of the Annual Accounts of
SAFIR for the F.Y. 2021-2022. Thereafter, the Steering Committee approved the
Annual Accounts of SAFIR

(iii) Re-appointment of Auditor/Consultants:

1. Deputy Chief (RA), CERC apprised that M/s R.K. Raman & Co., CAs are
completing their tenue of five years as Auditors of SAFIR after conducting the
audit for F.Y. 2021-2022. Accordingly, the process of appointing a new
Auditor will be initiated and quotations will be called from the existing panel

of CAs & new CA firms.



2. The Members also approved the proposal for re-appointment of Auditor for
conducting the Audit of SAFIR and Consultants for filing the Income Tax
Return & FCRA Return of SAFIR for F.Y. 2021-2022. Further, the Members
also approved the re-appointment of consultant for filing the GST Returns of
SAFIR for F.Y. 2022-2023.

(iv) Membership withdrawal request from SAFIR members, viz. Sikkim State
Electricity Regulatory Commission and Assan Electricity Regulatory

Commission.

1. Deputy Chief (RA), CERC apprised that Assam ERC vide their letter dated 27"
February, 2020 had requested for discontinuation of membership of SAFIR due
to financial constraints. However, due to pandemic situation, SAFIR had
permitted Assam ERC to continue as a member, as the membership fees was
waived for all SAFIR members for the F.Ys. 2020-2021 and 2021-2022.
Further, she added that Sikkim State ERC had also, vide their letter dated 16™
April, 2021 requested for discontinuation their membership of SAFIR.

2. In this matter, while Chairperson, Sikkim State ERC stated that the decision to
withdraw from SAFIR was taken before he assumed charge in Sikkim ERC, he
was happy to inform the Forum that Sikkim ERC would continue to be a
member of SAFIR and that a letter in this regard will be sent to SAFIR

Secretariat.

3. On the same issue, Member, Assam ERC informed the Forum that, vide their
letter dated 30™ October, 2021, they had already communicated to SAFIR
Secretariat to continue their membership in SAFIR. However, as the same was
not received by SAFIR Secretariat. Member, Assam ERC stated that the letter

will be shared again.



The Steering Committee of SAFIR appreciated the response of both Assam and
Sikkim ERCs to continue to be members in SAFIR

AGENDA ITEM 3: ESCAP PROPOSAL FOR CAPACITY BUILDING
PROGRAMS FOR REGULATORS IN SAFIR

1.

Dy. Chief (RA), CERC apprised the Steering Committee members about the
proposal received from the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) Secretariat which is also one of the five regional commissions
of the United Nations to conduct capacity building programs for SAFIR to
support increased and sustainable power system connectivity — Phase I. She
further informed that the trainings would be fully funded by ESCAP and that
they had suggested training topics in Electricity trading in a multi-jurisdictional
setting; Congestion management for cross-border electricity trading;
transmission tariff setting in a regional market; Renewables integration and its
impact on electricity systems and markets; end-user electricity tariffs and their

affordability; regulatory governance of regional electricity markets, etc.

The Steering Committee members observed that the topics suggested by
ESCAP are relevant to the South Asian region and therefore, approved the
proposal and directed SAFIR Secretariat to send a confirmation of the same to

the ESCAP secretariat.

AGENDA ITEM 4: STATUS UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES OF THE SAFIR
WORKING GROUP - BY SARVI/EIL; IRADE

1.

Dy. Chief (RA), CERC apprised the SC members about the technical and
knowledge support being provided by IRADe through the SARI/EI program to
the SAFIR Working Groups, which will end in September 2022, and thereafter

requested Project Director, SARI/EI to make a brief presentation on the various



b)

activities of the SAFIR Working Group.

Project Director, IRADe / SARI/EI made a presentation (Annexure II) before
the Steering Committee. The key features of the presentation included the
following:

TOR of the SAFIR Working Group and its key activities

Update on the Study on Regulatory interventions for Grid discipline and Grid
reliability in the South Asian region ; Study /Research on South Asia
electricity/electricity regulations to develop regulatory pathway/Road Map for
Electricity/Energy exchange and Energy Cooperation (EC) in SA ; Common
Minimum Grid Code for South Asia ; New Study on Assessing the Potential
Benefits of Cross Border Electricity Trade, Grid Balancing of Renewable
Energy Integration and Ancillary Service Market in the South Asia

SAFIR Regulatory Newsletter, Compendium of Electricity Regulation of South
Asia Countries, Web portal on “South Asia Energy/Electricity Knowledge
Resource Database™; South Asia Energy Database; SAFIR Working Group
meetings and South Asia Energy Sector Training and Capacity Building
program on energy regulation for Energy Cooperation and exchange of
electricity in South Asia

The SC members were also informed that the SARI/EI is a long-standing
program of USAID which started in the year 2000 and is ending in September
2022 and further, the activities of the program will be carried out by the South
Asia Regional Energy Partnership (SAREP) program which is fully funded by
USAID .

Ms. Monali Zeya Hazra, Regional Energy Manager and Program Management
Specialist, USAID apprised the Steering Committee members that the SAREP
program is a S-year program which was launched on May 2021 but was put on
hold, due to overlapping scope of work with SARI/EI program. Hence, once
the SARI/EI program comes to an end in September 2022, the future activities

of supporting SAFIR will be carried out by RTI under the SAREP Program.



The Steering Committee appreciated the support given by USAID to the SAFIR
Working Group and directed SAFIR Secretariat to coordinate in this matter.

AGENDA ITEM 5: PLAN FOR F.Y. 2022-23

(i) SAFIR Infrastructure Conference for F.Y. 2022-23 (ii) Next Steering

Committee meeting

l. Dy. Chief (RA), CERC/SAFIR Secretariat updated the Steering Committee
members about the SAFIR Infrastructure Conference which is generally conducted in
association with multilateral organisations and is fully funded by such organisations.
She also informed the members that IRADe in association with USAID under the
SARI/EI program has been conducting the Infrastructure Conference for SAFIR since
2016. To this, the representative of USAID informed that USAID would continue to
support the SAFIR Conference under the South Asia Regional Energy Partnership
(SAREP), a newly launched USAID program from October 2022 onwards.

2 Chief (RA), CERC observed that in the past such conferences were generally
conducted back to back with the Steering Committee meetings and accordingly, the
same can be planned . As the next Steering Committee is slated to be held in the next
financial year, SAFIR Secretariat was directed to coordinate with USAID on working

out the necessary arrangements

At the end, the members noted that Mr. P. K. Pujari, Chairperson, CERC i1s due to
retire on superannuation on 11" June, 2022 (this being his last Steering Committee
meeting), and placed on record their deep appreciation for the valuable contribution of

Mr. Pujart in the activities of SAFIR.

The meeting concluded with vote of thanks to the Chair.

seokeokokok



Annexure-I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS OF THE

28" STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING OF “SAFIR”

HELD ON 08" JUNE, 2022
S. NO. NAME ORGANIZATION

01. Mr. Samdrup K. Thinley Bhutan Electricity Authority,
CEO, BEA & Chairman, SAFIR Bhutan

02. Mr. P.K. Pujari Central Electricity Regulatory
Chairperson Commission (India)

03. Mr. Mohammad Abu Faruque Bangladesh Energy Regulatory
Member Commission (Bangladesh)

04. Ms. Chathurika Wijesinghe Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Member Lanka (Sr1 Lanka)

05. Mr. Preman Dinaraj Kerala State Electricity Regulatory
Chairperson Commission (India)

06. Mr. D. Radhakrishna Tripura Electricity Regulatory
Chairperson Commission (India)

07. Mr. K.B. Kunwar Sikkim State Electricity Regulatory
Chairperson Commission (India)

08. Mr. Viswajeet Khanna Punjab State Electricity Regulatory
Chairperson Commission (India)

09. Mr. H.M. Manjunatha Karnataka Electricity Regulatory
Acting Chairperson Commission (India)

10. Mr. Satyendra Nath Kalita Assam Electricity Regulatory
Member Commission (India)

11. Mr. Vinod Deshmukh Chhattisgarh State Electricity
Member Regulatory Commission (India)

12. Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh Himachal Pradesh Electricity
Member Regulatory Commission (India)

13. Mr. Arvind Mayaram CUTS Institute for Regulation &
Chairman Competition (India)

14. Dr. Abha Yadav Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs
Associate Professor (India)

15. Mr. Harpreet Singh Pruthi Central Electricity Regulatory
Secretary, CERC Commission (India)

16. Dr. Sushanta K. Chatterjee Central Electricity Regulatory
Chief (Regulatory Affairs), CERC Commission (India)

SPECIAL INVITEES / GUESTS

17. Mr. Indu Shekhar Jha CERC
Member

18. Mr. Arun Goyal CERC
Member

19. Mr. Pravas Kumar Singh CERC




Member

20. Mr. Ajay Gupta JERC for UTs of J&K and Ladakh
Member

21. Mr. M.D. Ravi KERC
Member

22. Mr. A.J. Wilson KSERC
Member

23. Ms. Monali Zeya Hazra USAID/INDIA
Regional Energy Manager & Clean
Energy Specialist, [PO

24, Mr. Pankaj Batra SARI/EI/IRADe (India)
Project Director

25. Mr. Rajiv Ratan Panda RTI
Technical Head

26. Dr Ajit Kumar RTI

SAFIR SECRETARIAT

27. Ms. Rashmi Somasekharan Nair CERC
Dy. Chief (RA)

28. Mr. P.M. Antony CERC
Asst. Secretary

29. Mr. M.M. Prasad
Sr. Accounts Officer

30. Mr. Nilesh Diwan SAFIR
Accounts Officer

31. Mr. Kushal Pal SAFIR
Research Associate

32. Mr. Somesh Gupta CERC
Research Associate

33. Mr. Sushil Kumar Arora SAFIR
Administrative Officer

34, Mr. Davinder

Technical Officer (IT)
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